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Sermon 25 April 2010 - Anzac Day 
 

Wesley Uniting Church, Forrest, ACT 
 

Gregor Henderson 
 

John 10:22-30  Revelation 7:9-17 
 

 
Just before Christmas last year my father turned 95. A hundred of us gathered for a 
great celebration, including about 40 of his old cronies from his retirement village. As 
part of the fun we’d put together a rather quirky quiz about Dad’s life and times, and 
one of the questions was “What world-famous event took place before Jim was one 
week old?” and we added a clue that movies have been made about it. Several 
tables got the right answer - it was Christmas 1914 and the event was the famous 
Christmas truce on the Western Front, when over several days and at several 
locations the Allies and the Germans stopped shooting at each other and ventured 
out into no-man’s land and even shared together in a Christmas worship service and 
an impromptu soccer match.   
 
When I gave the answer at Dad’s party I referred to the fact that the truce started 
when some British soldiers in the trenches heard German soldiers singing “Silent 
night, holy night”. They responded by singing a verse back to the Germans and the 
peacefulness grew from there. As Dad’s party was breaking up a bit later, one of 
Dad’s retirement village friends came up to me and said “you are wrong you know; 
those soldiers weren’t singing Silent night, they were singing ‘Stille Nacht, Heilige 
Nacht’ - it’s a German carol”. Oh, of course, I said. And then she proceeded to tell me 
that her father was one of those German soldiers in the trenches that Christmas, who 
clambered out to shake hands with the British and the French after they had sung to 
each other across no-man’s land. Wow.  
 
Friends, people from every nation remember the sufferings caused by war - deaths, 
injuries, permanent disabilities, psychological scarring, refugees, prison camps, child 
victims, loss of family members, loss of fiancés, food rationing, fear and terror, huge 
economic costs, spiritual disarray, anguish, grief. As General William Sherman said 
after the American civil war, “War is hell”.  
 
Over the past hundred years Christian churches have more and more questioned the 
validity of war, for the destruction and suffering are so great and the outcomes so 
uncertain. We in the Uniting Church have never taken a completely pacifist position, 
unlike some churches such as the Quakers and the Mennonites, but we have 
expressed severe reservations about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, for the 
personal costs and the human suffering are so high. And we are fully pacifist when it 
comes to the use of nuclear weapons - we’ve always taken a strong uncompromising 
line against nuclear bombs.  
 
Today on Anzac Day we recall the extraordinary sacrifices made by Australian 
defence force personnel in various wars over the past 100 years. Far too many 
people have given their lives in service to our country. Far too many people have 
been damaged for the rest of their lives through the sacrifices they made. We rightly 
remember with thanksgiving and pride these thousands and thousands of Australians 
who gave of themselves for the sake of others, for the sake of the world, in war.  
 
Christians know about sacrifice. The Hebrew Scriptures tell us of a religion where 
they believed, most of the time, that God wanted animal sacrifices - even Mary and 
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Joseph made a sacrifice of two young pigeons after Jesus’ birth. But far more 
importantly we believe that Jesus gave of himself as a sacrifice, in accepting the 
dreadful suffering and death of crucifixion, in order to bring in the new age where 
God’s love and forgiveness and guidance and peace are freely offered to all, 
received by faith. Jesus’ life and death and resurrection has brought this new age 
into being, where we can live in close reconciled relationship with God and with each 
other, through Christ, knowing God’s love is there for us every day  - and all we have 
to do is turn toward God and receive, in faith. 
 
Today’s reading from Revelation speaks of a great multitude of people who have 
survived “the great ordeal”, who came through the persecution of Christians by the 
Roman Empire and remained faithful. Many of them were killed for their faith. And the 
vision John gives to us in Revelation is a vision of countless numbers of people in 
heaven, with God, at peace, where tears are no more, where the risen Jesus, the 
sacrificial Lamb of God, is their keeper, their shepherd. And these people in eternity 
with God come from every nation and tribe and people and language.  
 
Friends, in the fullness of God’s kingdom in heaven, there are Australians, and 
Germans, and Japanese, and British and Americans and Iraqis and Afghanis - for 
God is God of the whole earth, God of all people. God’s love is offered to all, and all 
we have to do is to turn towards God and receive. Today, on Anzac Day, we 
remember those who served their nation in wartime, and we remember that Allies 
and Germans alike sang Silent Night, Holy Night, back there at Christmas 1914 And  
we remember that God loves all people, even our enemies.  
 
To the glory of God, Amen.  
 
(This sermon was followed by the congregation singing “Silent Night, Holy Night” in 
English and German together - a moving moment of witness to God’s universal love.) 
 
 
 
 


